
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside  
and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach 

them.  He said… Matthew 5:1-2 
 

      Today as we continue to make our way through the Gospel of 

Matthew, we land at the beginning of Chapter 5. This is where Jesus shares 

what is commonly known as the Sermon on the Mount. As we prepare to 

spend February in the first 12 verses of the sermon (The Beatitudes), I thought I would share 

with you several quotes from famous people who have commented on the Sermon on the Mount 

to get us ready to really hear these challenging, compelling and counterintuitive words of Jesus. 

Hold on! 

 

Most people are willing to take the Sermon on the Mount as a flag to sail under, but few will use it as a rudder 

by which to steer. – Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. 

 

Again and again the Sermon on the Mount calls and challenges us to a life of radical discipleship. Note: when 

Jesus says 'Blessed are the . . . merciful, peacemakers, and so on, he doesn't just mean that they themselves are 

blessed. He means that the blessing of God's kingdom works precisely through those people into the wider world. 

That is how God's kingdom comes. – NT Wright 

 

We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount. - Omar N. Bradley 

 

Some people cannot bear the truth, no matter how tactfully it is told. No doubt the haughty, the tyrannical, the 

unmerciful, the impure and the fomenters of discord take a fierce exception to the Sermon on the Mount.  

–Mary Church Terrell 

 

The Sermon on the Mount is not a set of principles to be obeyed apart from identification with Jesus Christ. The 

Sermon on the Mount is a statement of the life we will live when the Holy Spirit is getting his way with us.  

–Oswald Chambers 

 

Humanly speaking, it is possible to understand the Sermon on the Mount in a thousand different ways. But 

Jesus knows only one possibility: simple surrender and obedience - not interpreting or applying it, but doing and 

obeying it. That is the only way to hear his words. He does not mean for us to discuss it as an ideal. He really 

means for us to get on with it. – Dietrich Bonhoeffer 


